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May 16, 2025 

Jeff Killip, Executive Director and Secretary 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE 
Lacey, WA  98504 
 
Re:  Docket Number UE-250266, PSE EV Fleet Charging (Schedule 558) 

Dear Mr. Killip: 

Introduction 

ATE wishes to express our support for the program for Electric Vehicle Fleet charging 
general service that was filed several months ago by Puget Sound Energy (PSE), in Schedule 
558.  This tariff has been well designed both from a programmatic and rate design 
standpoints, reflecting best practices from leading utilities in other jurisdictions.  The 
approval and implementation of this program should lead to greater customer satisfaction 
and savings for those small commercial customers who want to adopt zero-emission 
trucks and vehicles.  Moreover, it will further the goals set forth by the Legislature to reduce 
GHGs and tailpipe emissions from commercial vehicles, and is consistent with the TE Plan 
of PSE earlier approved by the Commission.  For these reasons, we urge that you review 
this program expeditiously and approve the proposed tariff. 

About ATE 

ATE is a 501(c)(6) non-profit corporation based in Seattle, Washington.  We engage with 
regulators and policymakers at the State and local government levels to remove barriers to 
EV adoption and to encourage the acceleration of EV infrastructure deployment with a 
particular emphasis on open standards and interoperability. We consist of nearly 60 
industry members across sectors that include electric utilities, auto and bus 
manufacturers, EV charging infrastructure providers, and related trade associations and 
other non-governmental organizations.  We are currently engaged in proceedings and 
dockets in about 30 states in every region of the country.  ATE has been engaged in several 
UTC proceedings, including tariff filings and workshops, and is currently participating in the 
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policy docket (UE-160799) to revise the 2017 Policy and Interpretive Statement concerning 
Commission regulation of EV charging services. 

 

Specific comments 

We believe that the tariff is well scoped to meet the needs of small commercial customers 
with fleet vehicles.  In its customer outreach, PSE engaged with a number of types of 
commercial (C&I) customers, and about 91 percent of the customers were small 
businesses with 1-50 employees.  While several fleet operators with last-mile logistics 
services have already entered the market western Washington in PSE’s territory, we think 
that these smaller commercial customers is a market gap that needs to be addressed.  
PSE’s tariff addresses these needs in several ways. 

The scope of the program is reasonable in this phase with 35 points of delivery or a total 
aggregated peak demand of 3 MW monthly for the customers taking service under 
Schedule 558, whichever is reached first.  We believe that this is a good starting point for 
this new program, and will allow PSE to gather valuable data, and lessons learned, on load 
shapes and customer behavior.  We believe that the load management provisions and 
terms in the program are well designed as well, and allow PSE to manage potential 
congestion with relatively high concentrations of load in a specific area.  Moreover, the 
customer must have the appropriate metering equipment, including a demand meter 
installed by PSE, which is critical for gathering accurate and appropriate data for this 
program. 

Furthermore, PSE is offering several rate design options to these commercial customers, 
which is an important attribute of the program.   ATE advocates for customer-centric 
choices for EV customers in the many jurisdictions in which we work with utilities, vendors, 
and EV service providers.  We believe that the customer should be at the center of 
decision-making in this important and nascent area in transportation electrification, which 
is relatively new for both the utility and customer.  Four rate options are proposed, which is 
a broad approach that should meet various customer needs:  energy only, demand only, 
energy and demand, and subscription.  Although the initial feedback from customers 
indicates that the traditional energy and demand option may be preferred, ATE notes that 
subscription service offerings are increasingly popular with customers offered in other 
jurisdictions.  Also, we believe that the peak and off-peak hours (especially for the energy 
only option) are well designed and meet customer needs. 

ATE is involved in several leading jurisdictions now on issues involving the electrification of 
medium-heavy duty (MHD) vehicles and fleet operators, and believe that this program/tariff 
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reflects the best practices in these jurisdictions.  Due to the larger loads and potentially 
unique load profiles, the MHD and fleet sector of transportation electrification creates 
more potential challenges – and opportunities -- with smart load management and rates – 
to the utility and grid.  Accordingly, we believe it is important to move forward with new 
programs like this, meet market gaps, and test and assess actual customer behavior while 
meeting the environmental and economic goals of Washington state. 

In summary, ATE believes this program is well designed and has followed a broad 
stakeholder process with suitable feedback from customers.  We urge you to review and 
approve this tariff timely so that PSE can start to implement this important program. 

Sincerely, 

 

Philip B. Jones 
Philip B. Jones, Executive Director 
Alliance for Transportation Electrification (ATE) 
1326 Fifth Avenue, Suite 621 
Seattle, WA  98101 
Email:  phil@evtransportationalliance.org 
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