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Dear Secretary Phillips:

The Alliance for Transportation Electrification (ATE) is pleased to provide this Statement of Support
of the filing of an Urgent Projects Request by Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (dba National
Grid) in Docket No. 24-E-0364 on November 13, 2024. The New York Public Service Commission
(Commission) established Case 24-E-0364 on August 15, 2024 in its Order Establishing Proactive
Planning Proceeding. This Order expanded work addressing barriers to Medium and Heavy- Duty
(MHD) Electric Vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure (the MHD Proceeding) that the Commission
initiated in April 2023. The Commission found in its August 2024 Order that the planning needs of
the State’s electrical grid exceed the scope of the MHD Proceeding and thus initiated the new
Proactive Planning Proceeding. The Commission asked for two separate types of filings to be made
by the State’s electric utilities. First, the Commission requested a generic filing that would propose
long-term procedures for identifying and proposing projects needed to ensure that the electrical
grid would be able to reliably handle future growth from electric transportation and building
electrification, define methods for evaluation and cost allocation of infrastructure projects, and
describe the process by which this new planning framework may be integrated within other
planning processes. Second, the Commission requested utilities to propose urgent projects that
may require deployment before the completion of the overall planning process proposed in the first
filing. These filings would be subject to notice and comment and further Commission review and
consideration.



ABOUT ATE

ATE is a 501(c)(6) non-profit corporation established in early 2018 with the goal of promoting
policies and regulatory measures to accelerate the pace of EV adoption and infrastructure. We
primarily engage with policymakers at the State and local government level to remove barriers to EV
adoption and to encourage the acceleration of EV infrastructure deployment with a particular
emphasis on open standards and interoperability. We currently have over 60 members that include
many electric utilities, auto and bus manufacturers, EV charging and service providers (EVSPs), and
related trade associations and non-profit organizations. We take a “big tent” approach to advance
the industry and focus not just on accelerating EV charging deployments—which necessarily
requires a strong utility role—but also promoting public accessibility and open standards. We are
presently involved in about 30 proceedings in the States before the PSCs, state energy offices,
Legislatures, Governors, state DOTs and DEPs, and other agencies.

ATE STATEMENT

As a preliminary matter, ATE commends the Commission for opening this docket which represents
a best practice across the country. The planning, siting, approvals and construction of grid
infrastructure needed for electrification can be a long process and waiting until the need is exigent
will lead to lengthy delays in meeting the needs of the State’s electric grids and in meeting the
State’s public policy goals for cleaner energy sources. By allowing utilities to plan projects in
advance of their exigent need and propose those projects to the Commission, the Commission can
mitigate those potential delays and greatly expedite the energization process for electrification
projects. Recent research by the Environmental Defense Fund (drawing on detailed data both from
CenterPoint Energy and Con Edison) has shown that such proactive planning and needed project
approvals can lead to significant consumer savings.’

On November 13, 2024, Niagara Mohawk submitted a list of urgent infrastructure projects in
response to the Commission’s August 2024 Order requesting that any such projects for which the
Company seeks prior approval, along with supporting documentation, be submitted to the
Commission. Inits filing, Niagara Mohawk proposed four transportation electrification projects
with a detailed description along with a justification of the need for each project. These projects
include: (1) capacity upgrades along the [-90 Highway Corridor creating 100 MW of system capacity
at strategic locations along 300 miles of the New York State Thruway system on [-90, with ability to
expand to a total of 200 MW of capacity; (2) three mobile battery energy storage (MBES) units
deployed as a non-market, utility-integrated asset, initially creating a bridge-to-wires solution at
three constrained I-90 locations as the |1-90 System Capacity Upgrades are developed; (3) Off-
Thruway, 1-81, and I-87 Capacity Projects including distribution line projects, sub-transmission
projects, and station upgrades to create over 50 MW of capacity along other vital transportation

" Black & Veach for Environmental Defense Fund, Pro-Active Grid Investment Assessment: Medium- and
Heavy-Duty Vehicle Transportation Electrification. November 6, 2024.
https://library.edf.org/AssetlLink/atal4338qv8ucl8226qok35dmm170r4e.pdf



https://library.edf.org/AssetLink/atal4338qv8ucl8226qok35dmm170r4e.pdf

corridors and locations. and; (4) School bus and customer driven EV projects. The Company’s filing
also includes four urgent building electrification projects.

The projects proposed by Niagara Mohawk were all designed to meet the criteria proposed by the
Joint Utilities in their filing in the generic portion of this Case which seek to develop the long-term
criteria to be used for proposing urgent projects. ATE has reviewed these criteria and believe they
are appropriate and will ensure that the projects selected using the criteria will result in project
proposals that are truly urgent, will meet the policy goals of the State, and will ensure the consumer
benefits that will result from early development of critical infrastructure. Specifically, the JU set
forth three factors: a system forecast; a granular load study; and customer requests or
electrification plans. We especially point to the necessity of granular load studies, or what is called
bottoms-up load forecasting within a discrete area at the distribution level. Several studies have
been completed by national data analysis/load forecasting recently, including an important study
assisted with the U.S. Department of Energy, NREL, and the Kevala Group over five states.? We
believe that the Niagara Mohawk planners reviewed such studies and took a similar approach in its
granular load studies for forecasting. Niagara Mohawk’s filing details this planning effort. We
believe that the Company’s proposed projects have been thoroughly analyzed and should be
accepted by the Commission upon review.

The Company also asserts that the Included projects have a high degree of certainty as to the
timing, location, and magnitude of anticipated load growth based on granular forecasts and system
forecasts consistent with state policy, and/or customer requests or information, which addresses
stranded asset risk and that the proposed portfolio includes solutions that are appropriately sized
to manage risks related to under-building or over-building infrastructure, and which minimize risks
associated with delayed action, such as delays in meeting customer requests for service. We
believe that these are critical assurances that minimize the possibility that these investments will
not be needed to meet future customer needs.

The Company developed the planning processes for these projects, detailed in its filing, using
state-of-the-art granular planning methods based on actual requests and known specific locational
needs along with more traditional system planning forecasts. We believe that the use of these
planning tools also helps to ensure that the proposed projects are indeed needed in the next
several years before the results of the generic proactive planning process to be developed in this
Case can be instituted. These projects are well-supported by the filing made by the Company and
indeed of an urgent nature. We urge the Commission to approve these urgent project proposals for
both transportation and building electrification.

2 U.S. Department of Energy. Multi-State Transportation Electrification Impact Study: Preparing the Grid for
Light-, Medium-, and Heavy-Duty Electric Vehicles, March 2024.
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-
03/2024.03.18%20NREL%20LBNL%20Kevala%20DOE%20Multi-
State%20Transportation%20Electrification%20lmpact%20Study%20FINAL%20DOCKET. pdf
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CONCLUSION

ATE believes the Commission is taking a forward-looking approach to dealing with the coming
infrastructure needs due to electrification that is among the most progressive in the nation.
Niagara Mohawk has responded seriously to the Commission’s request for project proposals that
will reduce future burdens and allow electrification to proceed without undue or unnecessary
hurdles. The primary beneficiaries will be the Company’s customers. We believe that approval of
Niagara Mohawk’s proposed projects in this urgent projects filing will contribute to meeting the
State’s policy goals of electrifying the transportation and building sectors. We urge you to approve
these expeditiously.
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