
 
 
 
 

 
 
April 8, 2025 
 
Honorable Michelle Phillips 
Secretary 
State of New York Public Service Commission 
Three Empire State Plaza  
Albany, NY 12223-1350 
 
Re: Case 18-E-0138: Joint Utilities petition to Extend Make-Ready Plug Deployments, filed 
on February 24, 2025 
 
Dear Secretary Phillips,  
 
On behalf of the Alliance for Transportation Electrification (ATE), we write to express our 
strong support for the Joint Utilities’1 (JU) petition, filed on February 24, 2025 in Case 18-E-
0138, requesting continuation of the utilities’ Make-Ready Programs (MRP) for electric 
vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) and infrastructure. Approval of this petition will allow the 
JU to maintain momentum in a growing market and to continue supporting the essential 
deployment of EV charging infrastructure to the benefit of all New Yorkers. 
 
ATE is a 501(c)(6) non-profit corporation which engages with regulators and 
policymakers at the State and local government levels to remove barriers to EV adoption 
and to encourage the acceleration of EV infrastructure deployment with a particular 
emphasis on open standards and interoperability. ATE’s membership consists of nearly 60 
industry members that include electric utilities, auto and bus manufacturers, EV charging 
infrastructure providers, and related trade associations and other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs). We have been actively engaged in each of the Commission’s various 
EV charging proceedings since their inception. 
 

 
1 The Joint Utilities are Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation, Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York, Inc. (Con Edison), Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation d/b/a National Grid, New York State Electric & 
Gas Corporation, Orange and Rockland Utilities Inc., and Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation. 



ATE has followed and supported the development and implementation of the MRP since its 
approval in 2020, and through the Mid-Point Review in 2023. ATE is also closely following 
the MRP Review process initiated by the Commission in March of this year. We look  
forward to helping shape the conversation among stakeholders about what this leading 
utility program should look like in its next iteration. 
 
Meanwhile, while that process unfolds, the JU petition makes clear that without 
intervention, plug targets will soon be met (or have already been met) in several utility 
service areas, causing each utility to pause its program and create a waitlist. The JU 
propose to continue the MRP and dedicate unused budget to support continued plug 
deployment, until the program budgets are exhausted. 
 
ATE supports the JU’s petition for two principal reasons. 
 

1. Continuing the MRP helps maintain momentum in a growing market 
The market for installing, owning and operating EVSE remains in a growth mode. 
Particularly due to the timing lag between phases of program participation, stability of 
incentives remains paramount. As the JU petition establishes, a similar program pause in 
Massachusetts depressed plug energization rates for several years—a fate New York would 
do well to avoid. The Commission’s own Notice of Commencement of Make-Ready 
Program Review notes the importance of limiting uncertainty in the market and facilitating 
a smooth transition. ATE believes that the JU petition represents a thoughtful approach to 
addressing these priorities. 
 

2. Continuing the MRP helps meet the needs of EV drivers in New York 
The JU petition notes that the MRP plug levels represent less than half of the plugs needed 
in certain markets to support New York’s policy targets. The scale of incremental plugs that 
could be supported by the remaining MRP budget will not result in a program that exceeds 
the number of plugs needed to support policy goals. Additional plugs installed through a 
continued MRP will make incrementally more progress toward meeting the needs of EV 
drivers in New York, and toward reducing barriers to EV adoption. 
 
ATE also notes that the JU petition proposes to use existing, unspent program budget 
(make-ready incentive budget plus future-proofing budget) to support incremental plugs, 
resulting in an overall MRP that installs more plugs for the same financial outlay. ATE 
supports this practical approach to use already-authorized budget to deploy assets for 
customers’ benefit. 
 



Overall, ATE finds the JU petition to be well-reasoned, representing a customer-friendly, 
market-supportive, budget-conscious approach. Because we have observed uncertainty 
and unevenness during other transitions within and between utility EV programs in other 
jurisdictions, we support all efforts to smooth these transitions to provide continuity and 
maintain momentum. We urge you to approve the JU petition in short order. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Philip B. Jones      

Philip B. Jones     Elizabeth Turnbull     
Executive Director     Director, Policy and Regulatory Affairs 
 
 
Alliance for Transportation Electrification 
1326 Fifth Avenue, Suite 621 
Seattle, WA 98101 


