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NOTICE OF STAFF PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION ON REMAND AND REQUEST FOR COMMENT

COMMENTS OF THE ALLIANCE FOR TRANSPORTATION ELECTRIFICATION (ATE)

The Alliance for Transportation Electrification (ATE) is pleased to provide these comments to the
Louisiana Public Service Commission in response to its Proposed Recommendation for Remand and
Request for Comment, that was issued on December 27, 2024. We were granted intervenor status in
this proceeding by Order of the Commission on November 18, 2021. ATE believes that the PSC was
correct in setting for remand (at its October 16, 2024 Business Session) the important issues raised by
Entergy Louisiana (ELL), Cleco Power, and SWEPCO in a Joint Motion for Clarification or Reconsideration
of General Order R-36131 (CORRECTED) that was filed on September 20, 2024. As noted by the
Commission Staff, in their motion, the Movants noted several concerns with the EV General Order for
the rules regarding EV charging stations. First, they contended that Section 601 relative to the
prohibition on electric utilities from owning, leasing, operating, or controlling EV Charging Stations is
either so broad that it prevents electric utilities from owning EV chargers for their own purposes, or the
definitions and internal references render this prohibition superfluous and meaningless. Second, the
Movants contended that Section 801 relative to on-site solar generating units for EV Charging Stations is
inconsistent with the definition of EV Charging Stations, is missing important guidance, and appears
incomplete.

We agree with the Movants that the original Order (dated September 10, 2024 and adopted by the
Commission at its business meeting on August 14) by the Commission in this Docket contained certain
ambiguities that would make moving forward with the development of EV infrastructure in Louisiana
difficult. ATE believes that regulatory certainty at the state level, including clear definitions and well-
defined linkages to other distributed energy resources (DERs) such as solar, are essential for utilities, EV
owners, and charging station providers. This is especially true today given the uncertainties regarding
EV policies and incentives. Thus, we commend the Commission for taking up these issues on Remand.

ATE is a 501(c)(6) non-profit corporation established in early 2018. We primarily engage with
policymakers at the State and local government level to remove barriers to EV adoption and to
encourage the acceleration of EV infrastructure deployment with a particular emphasis on open



standards and interoperability. We currently have over 60 members that include many electric utilities,
auto and bus manufacturers, EV charging and service providers (EVSPs), and related trade associations
and non-profit organizations. We take a “big tent” approach to advance the industry and focus not just
on accelerating EV charging deployments—which necessarily requires a strong utility role—but also
promoting public accessibility and open standards. We are presently involved in about 30 proceedings
in the States before the PSCs, state energy offices, Legislatures, Governors, state DOTs (transportation
agencies) and DEPs (environmental agencies), and other agencies.

ATE believes that the Commission Staff made proper modifications and clarifications to the
Commission’s General Order R-36131 (CORRECTED) that remove the heretofore present ambiguities in
the Rule as discussed in the Motion by ELL et. al. With respect to whether the definition of Electric
Vehicle Charging was overly limiting or overly broad in the context of the overall Rule, Commission Staff
has proposed removing the phrase “(iii) Is not otherwise a public utility or electric public utility as
defined by the Commission and Louisiana Statutes” in Section 101. This language was unnecessary since
participation by electric public utilities is addressed within Section 601 of the Rule, and at the same time
removes some of the ambiguity previously present.

ATE is also pleased that in Section 601 Commission staff explicitly adds language that provides a path for
utility ownership and operation of EV charging stations through requests for exemption from the
General Rule that may be made to the Commission (new Section 601 (c)). We would have preferred
that ownership of EV charging stations by electric public utilities be explicitly allowed as we stated in our
Initial Comments in this Docket, but by giving utilities a chance to show, on a case by case basis, that
such utility ownership is in the public interest, the Commission would at least provide an opening to
such ownership which we indeed believe will be in the public interest.

ATE also supports the Staff’s decision to limit sales of net metered solar generation, by EV Charging
Stations, and the application of the Commission’s net metering rules, to electricity consumed at the site
of the EV station exclusive of that used for the charging of batteries. This provision requires case by case
adjudication of proposals by EC Charging Stations to self-generate and sell net-metered solar power
generation beyond the fence to utilities or other third parties. Because EV charging stations are not
subject to Commission jurisdiction under the Rule (Sec. 201), this limitation helps ensure consumer
protection and will allow the Commission to place appropriate conditions on requests that do not
conform with the Rule.

We appreciate the Commission Staff’s work in this Docket to clarify these technical provisions in the
rules. We stand ready to provide further comments and advice as the Commission moves forward.
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