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Re: Comments of the Alliance for Transportation Electrification on Southern
California Edison’s Advice Letter 5536-E (ORCHARD Program)

The Alliance for Transportation Electrification (“ATE”) submits these comments in support
of the Tier 2 Advice Letter (“AL”) filed by Southern California Edison (“SCE”) on April 29,
2025, pursuant to the Decision Concerning Low Carbon Fuel Standard Holdback Revenue
Utilization (D.20-12-027). SCE’s Advice Letter proposes a new program, Orchestrated
Charging and Advanced Resiliency for Distribution (“ORCHARD?”) as part of SCE’s Low
Carbon Fuel Standard (“LCFS”) holdback revenue implementation plan. ATE strongly
supports SCE’s proposal and urges prompt approval of the AL.

I. Introduction

ATE is a 501(c)(6) non-profit corporation established in early 2018 with the goal of
promoting policies and regulatory measures to accelerate the pace of EV adoption and
infrastructure. We take a “big tent” approach to advance the industry and focus not just on
accelerating EV charging deployments—which necessarily requires a strong utility role—
but also promoting public accessibility and open standards. Our members include electric
utilities, vehicle manufacturers, EV supply equipment (“EVSE”) manufacturers, software
vendors, and other interested parties. We are presently involved in about 30 proceedings in
the States before the PSCs, state energy offices, Legislatures, Governors, state DOTs and
DEPs, and other agencies. We support managed charging programs and Vehicle-to-
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Everything (“V2X”) programs and demonstrations around the country and view them as an
essential mechanism for integrating vehicles onto the grid while limiting distribution
system upgrade needs and putting downward pressure on rates.

Il. Proposed ORCHARD Program Design

ATE strongly supports SCE’s proposed ORCHARD Program and urges Commission staff to
approve the AL.

Managed charging programs are popular across the country among electric utilities, and
are a key way for utilities to help vehicles integrate onto the existing grid, avoiding or
postponing the need for costly distribution system upgrades. These programs can range
from whole-home TOU rates and event-based demand response programs, which address
bulk system needs, to more mature offerings such as feeder-level, vehicle telematics-
controlled managed charging and V2X. As these programs evolve, utilities are increasingly
pursuing both scale and sophistication in their managed charging program offerings.
SCE’s proposed ORCHARD Program addresses both objectives.

A More Sophisticated Approach

SCE’s proposed ORCHARD Program layers into the company’s overall managed charging
approach, enhancing existing managed charging tools (TOU and dynamic rates, as well as
the Emergency Load Reduction Program) while also mitigating the downside of behavioral
managed charging, principally the secondary “snapback” peak that can occur when a TOU
rate shifts off-peak and many vehicles begin to charge at once. By orchestrating off-peak
charging centrally, SCE’s program will achieve higher utilization of the existing distribution
system, capture energy sales revenue while avoiding or postponing costly system
upgrades, and ultimately put downward pressure on utility rates for all customers. The
ORCHARD program also integrates V2X deployment, meeting customers’ interest in
bidirectional EVSE while also helping to ensure that these systems are installed following
the proper utility interconnection protocols.

Designed for Scale

SCE’s proposed ORCHARD Program also makes the leap that leading utilities are now
pursuing, from pilot-scale approaches toward program-scale. And yet, the 25,000 EVs that
SCE intends to enroll remains a small percentage of the EVs in SCE’s service area,
suggesting that the enrollment target is achievable using known outreach methods.
Importantly, the costs of the software-based solutions that underpin SCE’s ORCHARD
Program plans do not scale 1:1 with program enrollment, giving SCE an opportunity to



demonstrate that a scaled program can be increasingly cost-effective with higher customer
participation.

Program Design Process

ATE also notes that SCE engaged significantly with stakeholders, including equity-focused
partners and key market actors, in the development of the proposed ORCHARD Program.
This engagement is a best practice throughout the country that we recommend all utilities
follow, and is a hallmark of California’s IOUs’ approach to transportation electrification
programs. And because SCE is proposing the ORCHARD Program as part of its LCFS
holdback revenue implementation plan, we are encouraged to see that there will be no risk
to California ratepayers.

Ill. Conclusion

ATE thanks the Commission for the opportunity to provide comments on SCE’s AL and the
design of the proposed ORCHARD Program. This program represents a step forward in
SCE’s approach to vehicle-grid integration, and will provide benefits to all SCE ratepayers in
the form of a scaled, sophisticated program. We urge the Commission to approve Advice
Letter 5536-E.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Elizabeth Turnbull
Elizabeth Turnbull
Director, Policy and Regulatory Affairs
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